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.SQBJ§CTJ :Appointment of Dr. Ernst Brueckner as Vice-Preexdent of - the BfV

o¢tober 5, 1964

IS \s.

REF "_'Bonnts A-196 of July’ 24, w64 T -

_ff';« The Federal Governnent press spokeaman, von Hase, announced - fT,
at.a press confereuce on September 30 that Dr. Ernst Brueckner
‘hss been named to sucoeed: Albert Radke as Vice-President of the
, . | Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution (BLV).

- 1 An esrlier report on the resignation of ‘Radke snd the- forthooming .
“n 7] appointment of Dr. Brueckner in the wake of investigations into.
.the pragfices and procedures of the BfV resulting from the wire-
tappinc investigationa, vas forvarded ‘in the reference. airgram. - .
-Attached is ‘a Teport .on the background leading up ‘to Dr. Brueokner'a
appointment and bio;rephic data on him provided by CAS.
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: 'SUBJ?C?.' Replacement of BfV Vice-Presldent

TS both 8.fadtual and legal sense". . Radke subsequently discussed
" these -remarks with Minister Hoecherl who confirmed that the quotes

'monitoring by the BfV. Radke felt that this was shabhy treatment
~ ‘after 14 years in’ this office and therefore chose to.resign in -
. protest effective July 31,, 1964, rather tnan on- the 1oug—planned i i

. 1nterests The new BfV Vice-Presiaent, Leitender Regierungsdirektor
. Dr. Ernet Brueckner, was bora oxn December 9, 1909 in Magdeburg.

K They hgve a close and harmonious farily life.
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‘1. Dr. Ernst Brueckner, unt11 recently Fresident of the

" . Security Gréup (SG) of the Bundeskrimiralemt, has.sucéeeded Alvert.
“Radke a3 Vice-President of the Pederal Office for the Protection
: of the Constitution (B£V).. Dr. 3rueckner's appointment to his new

‘position was effective QOctober 1, 1964, Herr Radke's resignation

.’ from the BfV and governmeqt service wag effective July 31, 1964.

2. The backsround of thls change is as follows:. Since the
Fall of 1963, the BV has been under continual press attack
following public allegations by two former BfV officials, Werner’

... Paatsch and Wolfgang Bethke, that the BfV engaged in the illegal

use of - information from telepnona monitoring. These claims re-

" sulted in the establishment of a Bundestag Investigating Committee . .~

and -algo .an 1ndependent investigation of the BfV by Judge Max
Silberstein.” In April 1964 portions of the tinal Silberstein

".report- were leaked to the press, including Snieggl magazine (april

15} and ‘the Frankfurter allgemeine (April 17). The latter.quoted.

" the Silbverstein report, which vas a classified document which has
.-not yet ‘officialy been wmade public, as saying that Radke had not-’
."effectively assisted BV President Schruebbers in the direction of
. the BfV. :The quoted comaents went on to say: "“For this the Vice- -
.. President. lacks the gifts vhich must characterize a personality
L vith wide authority, -especially the capability of quick comprehen=-

sion ‘and appropriate. manipulation of matters which are. complicated

were acourate. Redke then protested that Silberstein had talked
with hin for only sbout five ninutes auring his investigation and

:'that he:had' been given no chsnce to deferid himself. Minister o
‘' ‘Hoeoherl allegedly pronised to rehabilitate Radke during the April " e
. 29 Bundeatag debate on the findings of the Investigative Sub-Com~ . .

mittee, but in fact Minister Hoecherl said nothing during that

" debste to relieve Radke of any blame either for inefficienoy in-

.general or for responelbillty in the alleged nisuse of telephone

date- of September 30.

’<f,5ai The folloving biographic dats on Dr. Brueckner may be of

His father, Paul Brueckner, the proprietor of a flower ghop, was’

'.?killed in 1917; ‘his mother was Helene Brueckner nee Paarmann. Dr.
;‘Brueckner is" married to Illy Bruackner nee Doerr. They have three
. children: Ernst’ born,1939, Chriztiane born: 1943, and Katharlne"-"

-born - 1948.. The Brueckners currnntly live in Bad Godesberg, Im’
Meissengarten 68.  The Brueckners are non-oractising Proteatants.

..
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.':the Universities of Marburg and Halle froam 1929 to 1933. Ox June

-1333. Prom 1933 to 1937 he served his apprenticeship &8s a '"Refer~-

‘0<€ice in Torgau, and from November 8§, 1937 to November 30, 1937 as
- "an Lssistant with the Public Prosecutor's 0ffice in Halle. On July
~ &€, 1937 be passed a second State’ Exanination in Berlin with the
f.grade “satisfacotry". .From Deéecember 15, 1937 to January 2, 1938

.. 0ffice in Noxdhausen, and ‘from Octoder 1, 1938 to January 31, 1939
vf;'Lanngericht Magdeburg. Dr, Brueckner was promoted to "Probeassessor®

-: on February 3, 1938, to "G°r1chtsasseseor" on January 11, 1939, and -
S T "Staatsanwalt? on October 1, '1939.. From February 1939 until
- August, 1959 'he was a District. Attorney in Itzehoe. . In August 1939
. Drs-Brueckngr was drafted into the German Luftwaffe Anti-Aircraft
"Units. became a Lieutenant in 1941, a lst Lt. in 1943.- He served’
Hithe Amerlcan :Army near Remagen, served as a prisoner interpretor

" POW oamp in early 1946 After a short rearrest because of his

© eased from internment in Hammelburg and returned to Itzehoe where™ '
“‘he’. resumed his osreer ‘as a District Attorney in late-1946. He.

_1952.he was in charge of political offenses; from 1952-1953 he was
"+ 3,.1953 Dr. Brueckner was appointed President of the SG of. the
Q.nundeskriminalamt. e R

o 1337. .He became a member of the SA on October 10, 1933 and his

" He claims that he was never employad by any office of the Gestapo,
‘35, or.SD. . Dr. Brueokner .wag certified denazifled ("entlaatet")

'tk SG, -including numerous trips to the United States, South America;
. .Canada, the Middle and Far East, the ‘Soviet Union, and Eurgpe.. Two
. o nis .children have studied for.a year in the United States under ]
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T4 'After graduating from the Domgymnasium in Magdeburg. Dr.-g
Brueckner studied law, political science, and political economy at

1, 1933 he passed a Statée Examination in Nasumburg with a grade
"sa~1sfactory" and he was appointed -a "Referendar" on iugust 2,

encar" with the Courts and Public Prosecutors Office in the. Bezirk

.the Ooerlandesgerlcht in Naumburg. From July 20, 1937 to November '
7, 1937 Ye served as an Assistent with the Public Prosecutor's

Dr. ‘Brueckner served as an Assistant with. the Public Proseoutor's

he"worked in the administration of the judge's office at the

oth in’ Germany and in Holland. He was ceptured in March 1945 by
in the Pood Depots. at Cherbourg and Le Mans, and was released from"~

former service as. a. Diatriot Attorney, Dr. Brueckner was again re.

neld this position until August 2, 1953.. During the period 1947~

in.ckarge of: econonic offérises of special significance, On August,

5. Dr. Brueckner became a member of the HSDAP on Oetobar 1, -

highest rank was a Sturmmann . (which is the lowest possible rank).

o March 2, 194a. S TR L SRS

5

Dr; Brueckner has travelled widely durlng his nosiﬂon with

tie auspices of the Amerloan erld Service.
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- 7 All Amerioan offioials vho have dealt with Dr. Brueckner
’ have found him very intelligent and energetzc. pro-American, open
.- to new ideas, and most pleasant to deal with. He-has been des-

- cribed, 88. a.typical German civil servant: in the. best sense of the
Wopd. He has wide interests whicia range firom horsés to.modern B

- literature and music. Typlcal for him is the stress which he lays
on the faot that he and his family lived completely from the offi-

cial rations during the period 1945 to 1948 when almost nobody else

in Germany did. Even today Dr. Brueckner lives very modestly and
' pnostenyationaly. He is famed for his excellent humour and skill
‘-‘as - a raconteur. He' has a working knovledge of English and French.

8. . It ia believed ‘that Dr. Brueokner vill prove ‘an effective
and cooperative Vigce-President of the va. His primcipal weakness

> 'will be his lack.of’ experience in intelligence work which he knows

only from the. .oxecutive or police gide., He 1s the type of indivi-

duel, however, who is quick to _grasp and exploit new ideas, and it~ .

" 18 believed that. within a short period of time he should .be effec-
tive in his new. position. No radical changes are expected -because.

",»of Dr. Brueckner's appointment to this rosition, but there may be - .
a: tendenoy for ocloser cooperation among the German security organs - L

‘because of Dr. Brueckner's cloes relations with General Gehlen of
- the Bundesnachrichtendienst and because of his known aupport for
ﬁ,greater oentralization of cerman seonrity organa.. :

 CONFIDENTIAL-

Paée') 6f Enol 1 to.A&546'ﬁ




